Traumatic retropharyngeal hematoma: case report.
Traumatic retropharyngeal hematoma is a rare but potentially life-threatening condition that requires an early diagnosis. Isolated retropharyngeal hematoma without an associated cervical fracture is a relatively rare condition. The treatment of retropharyngeal hematoma is conservative in most cases, with close observation. The indications for surgical evacuation of hematomas are large size, difficult with mechanical ventilation and failure to improve with medical therapy. We present the case of a 50-year-old man with retropharyngeal hematoma with a compromised airway due to minor contusion of the neck, which required surgical intervention. The patient underwent emergent surgical debridement and tracheostomy. Postoperative course was uneventful. The patient was discharged 9 days later. Early surgical intervention can reduce the hospital stay, resulting in a rapid convalescence.